
Update on Church Finances 
As we begin a new financial year, we felt it would be helpful to give you an update about our current financial 
position as a parish, and how we expect things to unfold in the coming months.  
As the first lockdown for Covid-19 took hold, we wrote to our regular givers to ask them if they could consider 
their giving. The response was amazing and our regular giving has increased by 20%. However, the converse 
impact of the pandemic is that we have been unable to hold fundraising events nor have we been able to hire out 
our halls to third parties. Both of these income streams are vital to covering the running costs of our churches. 
The basic running costs amount to around about £4,100 per month. This includes our Parish Share contribution 
and the regular running costs of the church buildings, the church halls and the vicarage but not the wages we pay 
our administrator and children’s worker which are in a separate fund. Without the fundraising and hall hire income 
streams, we are short of covering our basic running costs by £1,450 per month. On that basis, we anticipate that 
the general fund will be used up by the middle of July (even with the gift aid claim that is due to be made on the 
giving received during 2020). 
We are not the only parish struggling financially and there is light at the end of the tunnel. As more people are 
vaccinated, we hope that later in the year, normal activities will be able to resume. We have the opening of our 
community cafés to look forward to and we hope that bookings for the hire of our halls will start to pick up again. 
However, we felt that it was important to keep you in the picture and if you have any suggestions of things we 
could do to try and make up the shortfall, please let myself or Rachael know.  
Finally, we would like to express our sincere thanks to everyone who continues to support the parish financially 
during these difficult and challenging times. Chris Neufeld (Treasurer), chris.d.neufeld@gmail.com 
 

Lent 2021 
This year, we are hoping to give people support and encouragement to mark the season of Lent by offering weekly 
suggestions along a chosen theme of: something to read, something to listen to or watch, something to do, 
something to pray. Would you like to be involved? I am looking for volunteers who would be willing to take 
responsibility for putting together resource suggestions for each week of Lent.  
You can choose your own theme and suggestions can be anything at all that you feel people would find interesting 
or helpful. So, for example, you might recommend a podcast or radio play, a TV programme or film, an article from 
a newspaper or an interesting quote or a poem. Suggestions don’t have to be obviously ‘religious’ but rather, 
things that people might find interesting or help them to reflect on a topic from a different angle. You would need 
to write a brief introduction to the theme and then list your suggestions according to the categories above, 
including (where appropriate) the links for people to follow to access them. The ‘something to do’ needs to be a 
simple action that would be doable by most people. The ‘something to pray’ could be a prayer that you write 
yourself or one that someone else has written that you have found helpful.  
I hope that you will consider helping others on their journey through Lent this year. If you have any further 
questions or to offer to take part, please get in touch with me. Many thanks, Rachael  
 

Weekly Link 
Sunday 24th January: Epiphany 3 
Sharing the love of Jesus with All 

The week ahead: 
Tuesday 26th January 
 7:30pm: Evening Prayer online 
Wednesday 27th January 
 9:10am: Morning Prayer online 
 11am: Holy Communion @All Saints (please book 

with Sue Moore) 
 All Day: All Saints Open for Private Prayer 
 

Service materials can be found on our website: 
www.allsaintsandstmarks.com and on our Facebook 

page: All Saints’ Weston & St Mark’s Shavington 
 

Services Today: 
10am  Morning Worship online 
11:30am Holy Communion at St Mark’s 
 

Sunday 31st January: Presentation of Christ 
10am  Morning Worship online 
11:30am Holy Communion at All Saints  (please book with Sue) 

Vicar: Rev. Rachael Griffiths 
01270 582 585,  vicar@allsaintsandstmarks.com 

Usual days in the parish Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Sunday services. 

 

Booking contacts: 
Margaret Hodgkinson (01270) 841577 

Sue Moore (01270) 587566 
 

If you would like to have anything included in the 
Weekly Link, please send to Becky 

(admin@allsaintsandstmarks.com, 01270 582 585) by 
Wednesday evening. 



Prayer 
God of love and compassion.  

We thank you that you invite us all to be part of your 
family;  

in you we are never abandoned or forsaken, 
we have a faithful, loving God and friend,  

and because of your great love for us you have called 
us your children.  

We thank you for the opportunity of standing together 
in solidarity as we remember those who are so 

desperately in need of love and support.  
Through our prayers and deeds we ask that their lives 

would be changed, so that no one will ever have to 
walk through this life alone. 

This week we pray for the family and friends of Joan 
Clutton whose funeral was held in the parish this week. 
 

As a parish we pray: 
Monday: The new leaders in America, may they work 
for justice and peace 
Tuesday: Residents and staff in care homes 
Wednesday: Residents of Hadley Drive and Holly 
Mount 
Thursday: Children being schooled at home or in 
school. May they use social media wisely. 
Friday: Families clearing up their home after the flood 
this week 
Saturday: All who are ill in hospital and the nurses and 
doctors caring for them 
Sunday: The prayer chain links and those they pray for  

Lockdown in 50 Objects (All entries very welcome. Please send to Rachael)  
Item 23: Laptop. Unsure whether my laptop could be offered as an 
object, I hesitated, but when the Cambridge dictionary assured me that 
an object is “a thing that you can see or touch but that is not usually 
a living animal, plant, or person”, my hopes revived. I must confess 
though, that when I think of the number of times my laptop tries to 
influence my opinions, attitudes and shopping behaviour, the “person” 
idea in that definition worried me a little. However, assisted by my 
object, I have requested medications, ordered shopping for delivery or 
click & collect, played chess with my grandson (I could never have 
imagined my delight at avoiding being beaten by this five-year-old!), 
joined family quizzes or lunches on Zoom, enjoyed Sunday services and 
coffee & chat, ordered supplies for the garden, and a skip to take rubbish away. The letters on some of the keys 
are beginning to fade after so much use. When I began helping my granddaughter with home-schooling, I 
discovered that Friday, being the end of the week, was not the best day for this. Avoiding a sense of being cut 
off, I have sent messages to friends we can’t visit, and also to my brothers in France and Florida, and received 
emails in return. Not having visited an actual bank in over a year, I have still managed to keep accounts, stay on 
track with financial matters, and paid bills. I have also managed to keep in touch with a group of contributors 
whose donations support children through Compassion UK, as well as reading uplifting, and at times heart-
breaking, stories from Meninadança in Brazil, whose work in recent years has saved many girls from exploitation 
and abuse. Amidst all of that, I have even tried to make progress with my fourth book. Only two hundred of 
possibly eight hundred pages, so maybe not so much progress after all. Dave 

Knit for Peace Project sends items they receive to wherever they are needed, some overseas and some in this 
country. Wondering what to knit? You will find loads of free patterns for items to make on their website 
(knitforpeace.org.uk). This is the latest list from Knit for Peace, as you can see there are plenty of options, so take 
your pick and knit away! The colder weather has brought a flurry of requests for blankets and warm clothes. 
Especially needed are socks (all sizes) mittens or gloves, hats (grown up sizes mostly for men) adult sweaters or 
cardigans, slipovers. 
Children’s clothes (from ages 2 to 14) – jumpers, cardigans, ponchos all sizes, hats. 
Blankets: large (80×90”/200x230cm or 70×90”/180x230cm), medium (60×70”/150x180cm or 
50×70”/130x180cm), lap blankets (45×45”/115x115cm) 
Shawls, Toys – we have a special request for black or brown faced dolls, otherwise teddies and animals are ok. 
We don’t need twiddle muffs and premature baby clothing at the moment. 
If you don’t have access to the internet and are stuck for patterns or ideas then let me know and I will let you 
have some printed options. We also need donations to cover the cost of sending items to the depot. When you 
have any completed items you would like collected just give me a call and I will arrange collection. Margaret 
Hodgkinson 841577. 


